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	What follows is an example of one of the 44 Questions and Answers
that comprise the main section of Shidduchim 101:

	

	 

	Q#17)Are there certain types of people who shouldn’t be put together as a shidduch?

People with certain personality types are less likely to be happy if they are paired with mates whose needs and comfort levels clash with their own.  An example that comes to mind is someone who is quite neat and formal, and can only feel comfortable in a very orderly environment.  Putting that person together with someone who is spontaneous and casual - and not particularly concerned with tidiness, order or predictability - might be a recipe for constant friction.  Similarly, someone who enjoys splurging on luxuries might not be happy with someone who is extremely frugal and hates spending money.

On the other hand, we need to remember that there is some truth to the adage that opposites attract; we all have seen happy couples who have personalities and traits that complement, rather than mimic, each other.  They have learned to appreciate what makes each other special, and to create harmony from their distinctive melodies.  But such couples are conscious of their differences, and make the effort to meet each other halfway so that neither feels unhappy.

As you meet and talk to singles, try to find out if they have traits and needs that would best be met by similar traits in a spouse.  That will help you when choosing people that you might suggest as shidduch candidates.  Keep in mind that the most important things to look for in common are: life goals, outlooks, and hopes for the type of home they plan to build and the type of community they hope to join.  After that, compatible interests and personality traits can be considered.   Couples do not need to have the same hobbies or ideas about what to do with free time in order to be happy.  However they do need to want their spouse to be happy.

Be careful, however.  People often misjudge what is really important to others, and are quick to characterize them superficially.  Do not dismiss a shidduch idea because someone says to you, “Oh, I don’t see them together at all…they have such different personalities!”  The person who is talking may not have an accurate understanding of what really matters to those young people deep inside.  And sometimes a casual comment can be completely misconstrued…

True Story:  Naomi and Chaim were all set to have their first date.  Everything that Naomi’s parents were able to discover about Chaim sounded wonderful, and as a bonus, what they heard about his parents made them happy as well.  The Isaacs family seemed to be warm, fun-loving, and not overly concerned with materialism or making a fancy impression…just the perfect fit for their sunny-natured Naomi, who had practically no vanity, and little interest in what she wore.
So Naomi’s mother was a bit taken aback when the Shadchan called her to offer some confidential advice.  “I’m not sure what to make of this” she was told, “but Chaim’s mom mentioned to me that she hoped Naomi would wear an elegant, fashionable outfit on the date.”
Naomi’s mother began to have second thoughts.  Does my daughter really need to have a mother-in-law who is going to judge her based upon her presenting a fashionable appearance?  And how is it that Mrs. Isaacs suddenly cares so much about my daughter’s wardrobe, when everything we heard about her values seemed to imply the opposite?
Chaim was such a fabulous boy, however, that Naomi’s mother overcame her misgivings, and sent Naomi shopping with her fashion-savvy sisters to buy a lovely new outfit for the first date.  That date, and all their subsequent meetings, went beautifully; in a very short time the two sets of parents were happily planning Naomi and Chaim’s wedding.  
As things got friendlier, Naomi’s mother worked up the courage to ask Mrs. Isaacs about that strange phone call from the Shadchan.  It was clear that Naomi was prized as a daughter-in-law just as she was…no one seemed the slightest bit interested in whether or not she wore new or glamorous clothes.  
Upon hearing the question, Mrs. Isaacs burst out laughing, saying:  “I really, really wanted this shidduch to work, since everything we heard about your daughter sounded so perfect.  I didn’t care a bit about what Naomi wore!  I just thought that perhaps my Chaim, who always has a sharp crease in his trousers, and wears his hat just so, might notice and appreciate a girl who dressed well.”
P.S. Chaim still is careful about his appearance, but has relaxed a bit in that area.  Naomi has sharpened up her sense of style, because now she has someone for whom she enjoys dressing up.  Mrs. Isaacs still couldn’t care less—she’s just thrilled that the young couple is so happy together. And Naomi’s mother is deeply thankful that her needless worries didn’t interfere with the shidduch.
A word to the wise: be careful not to read too much into second-hand information.


	
	

	The Make A Shidduch Foundation™, is a trade name of The Simcha Foundation 
a 501( c ) 3 non-profit organization, whose mission is to give hope to the tens of thousands of Orthodox Jewish singles throughout the world, who are in search of their soul mates, by facilitating shidduchim in a dignified manner throughout the Shomer Shabbos community, offering innovative methods and thought provoking programs.  


