All Hands Needed on Deck                           by Yonoson Rosenblum
One of the glories of the Torah community is its extremely high rate of volunteerism. In Eretz Yisrael, for instance, virtually every major volunteer organization was founded by religious Jews.
The emphasis on volunteerism will only grow in the years to come. The current financial crisis ensures that many projects will have to be run largely on volunteer power. In addition, there is a growing recognition that many of the challenges facing our community are of such a nature and magnitude that solving them will require the collective efforts of the entire community.

The so-called Shidduch Crisis-the growing number of older singles who have not yet found their zivug-falls into the latter category. Three years ago, Jeff Cohn of Baltimore sold his business in order to found the Make A Shidduch Foundation.  Shidduchim  101 by Mrs. Shana Kramer is the Foundation’s most recent initiative.

The basic insight behind the book is simple: Everyone knows a number of singles, but no two people know exactly the same ones or travel in the same circles. Thus the more people who put their mind to thinking about possible matches for the singles they know, the greater pool of potential matches. Professional shadchanim may be tempted to concentrate on the low-hanging fruit-the most beautiful girls, the most brilliant boys, the most meyuchisdig or richest. Amateurs are more likely to focus on those whom they care about and who are experiencing difficulties in the process for one reason or another.

Beyond Rabbi Paysach Krohn’s introduction, Shidduchim 101 does not spend much time making the case that all of us need to get involved. Nor is it filled with lots of  gooey, inspirational stories to warm the heart. This is a book for those who do not need much convincing that it is a big mitzvah to redt shidduchim (not a hard sell, as all of us are participants in the shidduchim process at some point in our lives.) 

The target reader of Shidduchim 101 does not want to know whether to get involved in making suggestions but how. The book’s purpose is to help would-be shadchanim over their initial fears that they don’t know what they are doing and will only make a colossal botch of things.

Mrs. Kramer has obviously thought a great deal about the shidduchim process, consulted with many successful shadchanim, and drawn on a great deal of personal experience. She skillfully breaks the shidduchim  process down into its component parts, analyzes the questions or, in some cases, a range of options for handling them. As such, Shidduchim 101 is also a useful guide for anyone who has ever been confounded by the shidduch process-pretty much everyone I know.
